CHAPTER   12
THE  ROMANTIC   REVIVAL
OUR story of the English book trade during the early nineteenth
century revolves for the most part round the work of those
authors who, sometimes in spite of themselves, were largely children
of the Revolution: Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Scott; Byron,
Shelley, and Keats. The same influence stirred the book trade to
its depths. Demands increased for greater freedom of individual
liberty from the laws of established authority.
One who fell under the revolutionary influences of the time was
cthe dirty little Jacobin', as 'Christopher North5 called him, who
lived to become Sir Richard Phillips. Like other booksellers and
publishers before and since Phillips combined the sale of patent
medicines with that of books and stationery when he abandoned
the hosiery business in Leicester for literary wares and journalism.
Not long after starting the Leicester Herald in 1792 he was sentenced
to eighteen months3 imprisonment for selling Fame's Rights of Man.
But Dr. Priestley helped him, and he succeeded in editing the Herald
from Leicester gaol, afterwards starting a magazine which he called
the Museum. Then came a ruinous fire, which not only put a stop
to both those journals, but ended his publishing career so far as
Leicester was concerned.
Fortune favoured him, however, when he came to London and
opened a shop in St. Paul's Churchyard. Here, in 1796, he started
the Monthly Magazine, and made a small, but temporary, fortune
by the sale of cheap educational books and the kind of popular
literature on which were built the later houses of Chambers and
CasselL Apparently he outlived his republican views, for in 1807,
when serving as Sheriff of London, he acted as the bearer of an
address from the City Corporation to George in, from whom he
then received his knighthood. Phillips is remembered more for his
eccentricities than for his services as a pioneer of cheap literature.
His vegetarianism invited the ridicule of Tom Moore, who scoffed
at his 'Pythagorean diet'; and furnished George Borrow with his
character of the vegetarian publisher in Lavengro.
At the beginning of the nineteenth century the house of Murray
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